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ago. He has served as Secretary of State for Home Affairs,
Secretary of State for India, and First Lord of the Admiralty.
Sir Samuel preceded Anthony Eden as Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs in 1935.
I had seen a great deal of Sir Samuel in Madrid. Gener-
ally we would meet in his library at the embassy or at his
lovely home on the Avenida del Generalissimo Franco,
where Sir Samuel could relax and where Lady Hoare made
everything so pleasant in her happy, gracious way.
It seems that Sir Samuel had been sending daily reports
of our conversations to London, He had received a message
that afternoon. Would I make a detour to London for a
series of meetings instead of going directly home ?
This was serious. I was booked for the United States on
the clipper flying November 27, two days later. This detour
meant I would have to give up my clipper space, work out
a new passage on the next plane to go.
Things were tightening up awfully fast all over the
world. This was certainly no time to give up a clipper
passage, and I knew it. So did Sir Samuel,
Sir Samuel promised me that the British would take
me out of Lisbon the following day if I would leave for
London at once, and that they would take me back from
London to Lisbon whatever day I needed to get to Portugal
for the next clipper.
I talked it over with Ambassador Weddell in the morn-
ing and gave up my clipper seat.
But now my passport was valid for Germany and not
valid for England. It had beep, valid for Germany, and
that had been killed the day I left. Then it had been made
valid instead for the United Kingdom, and Sir Gerald
Campbell's office in New York had issued the British visa.
The State Department had killed this validation for me in
Stockholm, reissued the right to go to Germany, and that
is the way my passport stood in Madrid. This was enough
of a freak document already : two German validations and
a German visa tucked in and glaring out of the same pages
as a British validation and a visa from Great Britain.
That morning the German validation was killed, a
second validation for England issued. " Hang on to that
passport for some museum," Ambassador Weddell told me.